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This Guano is BIG - our biggest Guano yet at a whopping 36
pages. We've gone big because this bad bebe covers a lot!

From August to December - we're orbiting from the depths of
winter, through a mo"Men"tal spring, and finishing off with some
hot summer "Flames".

We want to acknowledge how hard the last year has been. Since
coming out of lockdown shit has changed. And it just keeps
changing, doesn't it? 

We're all adapting, shifting and pivoting like mo-fos. With change
comes stress, and we can see a lot of our friends and whānau
are feeling the burn. Please look after yourselves!

Easier said than done - we know. We're working on it ourselves  -
trying to work in ways that are sustainable so that we can better
look after our artists when they're in our spaces.

We hope to see you soon!

Nā,
Te whānau at BATS

KIA  ORA  E  TE  WHĀNAU !



Her fingers traced 
the lines in her 
parched skin.

Thirst.

So fucking thirsty.
It had been so long
since she felt
cool, wetness on 
her skin, her lips, her
tongue.

No matter how hard
she tried to pull the 
seas to her, they 
continued to caress
Papa.

She saw them ripple,
swell and sway 

Tempted.

They were tempted 
to leave Papa and
fill the dips, depths and
valleys of her.

It had been a long time
since she had felt 
the tears of Ranginui.
It didn't rain here anymore.

Not since.. 
Oh, never mind.

In search of wai
she unfurled her fingers,
found folds of 
skin on skin
but no wai.

Centuries went by
She kept calling to the sea,
begging it to come.
Then she felt it
Deep in her centre
Heavy, aching

BLOOD.

It grew.
And grew some more.
Gathering heat.
And when the light of rā
left her body

She bled.

She cried out to the
seas to wash it away
but Papa wrapped them 
around her a little closer.
Ripples & swells 
the only tell-tale signs
they longed for her

Papa was greedy

Her fingers sought out
the source.
To know where it came from.
To learn.
In darkness.

Awa.

She found the opening 
of herself.
Her fingers quenched
She raised them to her face
In the darkness saw her
skin smooth beneath the
red.

So she began to paint.

First her face
She traced lines 
where  tears once fell 
before she forgot how.

Smeared her cheeks
with warriors cries, 
she roared.

She cupped her full and
tender breasts with 
hands dripping red
and held herself
Became herself.

A poem by Stevie

Want to feature
in the next
Guano? 

Send me your
stuff!!

stevie@bats.co.nz



Rose up and let

the blood run.

Her legs now slick

and smooth, stood

grounded

i te pō

On her sister's back

Her sister had grown strong

they could take the weight

While she had

turned in on herself.

Stacking the 

pieces of her

limb on limb

feeling the pressure

compressing

until she was

small

Knowing now

she had not been alone

this whole time

She grew

Every breath filling

forgotten places

she took up the 

space

that had been hers

all along.

She shook out her hair
it had grown so long.

As the light of rā
began to touch 
her skin

she stretched
her limbs through
the night sky

pieces of her

breaking away
and flying far
to shine where they landed

Te whānau mārama

Her pepi

Her pepi that had
grown within
the cracks of her
in darkness
without her knowing



BATS Wordsearch
Made from 21 words found in this guano or the

creative teams behind the shows

Email stevie@bats.co.nz with the list of words
to win a special treat!

DOOM & BLOOM
PRESENTS: SUBVERT

S E T  P I E C E  

Bring a prop, bring a friend,
to enjoy the first and last time
this play is ever performed!

Ever wanted to see your
favourite decorative cushion
star in a crime-thriller or a
musical comedy? 

Well now is your chance! 

Set Piece is an improvised
play where YOU bring the set
and props then watch in awe
as The B-Team brings the
play to life.

No two nights are ever the
same!

R e g u l a r  i m p r o v  s h o w !  
c h e c k  t h e  w e b s i t e  f o r
d e t a i l s .

R e g u l a r  i m p r o v  s h o w !  
c h e c k  t h e  w e b s i t e  f o r
d e t a i l s .

Now I don't know what to
believe!

Ruthless and inventive,
Doom & Bloom take an idea
from the audience and
subvert it into something
unexpected. 

Like a VHS tape copied far
too many times, 'Subvert'
produces something wholly
unexpected.

What contortions will these
two go through for your
intellectual curiosity?



GAYS IN SPACE

A U G  1 0  -  1 8  |  7 . 3 0 p m  &

9 . 3 0 P M  |  $ 2 5 / $ 2 0

Tom Sainsbury is back again with the
camptacular intergalactic musical smash-hit Gays
In Space! Come join the adventures and musical
hijinks of a troupe of homosexual astronauts as
they make their most perilous space mission yet -
probing Uranus.

It’s a dream come true when buttoned-down,
straight-acting NASA underling, Gnoagh Knight, is
called upon to captain his first-ever space mission
- a six-year journey to probe Uranus and discover
it’s gassy secrets. He is joined by a crew of utterly
inept (yet utterly fabulous) homosexual
astronauts.

There’s the ultra-camp Instagrammer, Dayj
Cheesemen, obsessed with increasing his social
media following, dimwitted model, Brahim Akbar,
wanting to be valued for more than his good
looks, and fresh-faced Sexbot (think C3PO in hot
pants) who longs to be human. Back by popular
demand after its sold-out 2018 season, Gays in
Space is a zany intergalactic musical odyssey full
of singing, dancing, and many, many laughs.



T I N Y  D O G
M O N T H L Y  O N
F R I D A Y S  A T  1 0 P M
F I R S T  S H O W
A U G U S T  2 0

Each month, Te Whanganui-a-
Tara’s fierce new improv
company, Tiny Dog, will be
bringing you a night of fast and
loose improvised comedy. 
Come along and see some of
Wellington’s most top-of-their-
game comedians at their silliest.

REGULAR  IMPROV  SHOWS

THIS ONE TIME
MONTHLY ON FRIDAYS

P R E S E N T E D  B Y
K I C K I N '  R A D

A top-quality team of Pōneke

improvisors come together in a

delicious night of improv inspired

by their personal stories.

With new lineups every month

selected by improv stalwart

Jennifer O’Sullivan, and themes

chosen to bring out their best,

This One Time promises a magic

and hilarious night for those lucky

enough to be in the right place at

the right time.

L A T E  N I G H T
K N I F E  F I G H T
MONTHLY ON SATURDAYS
C R E A T E D  B Y
L O C O M O T I V E

The improv show where three

teams face off in a battle for

glory, honour, and the audience's

favour. 

The winner returns in the

headline spot next month, while

the losers wail and gnash their

teeth... 

We bring the knives. You bring

the judgement.

ONE ACT/PLAY
MONTHLY ON SATURDAYS
C R E A T E D  A N D
P E R F O R M E D  B Y
L O C O M O T I V E

Four actors, one act, no script. In

One Act/Play, the Locomotive

team creates a unique,

improvised play for you, right

now. 

Will it be touching? 

Hilarious? 

Dramatic and heartfelt? 

Very likely, but you’ll only find out

by being there.



A U G  1 7  -  2 8  |  6 . 3 0 P M  |

$ 2 5 / $ 2 0

Gender isn't real - but love is.

When ancient Greek enby cutie Iphis finds
themself in love with the babe next door Ianthe, a
family secret threatens their cottagecore
romance. Luckily the Goddexxes are on their
side.

A new comic queer ballet based on the Ancient
Greek myth of Iphis and Ianthe.

From the creators of The Slutcracker and
Galathea: Into The Bush

Creative Team:
Produced by Butch Mermaid and School for
Gifted Children
Created by Ania Upstill, Brigid Costello, and
Jean Sergent

Sapphic Lake

Made in Partnership with BATS Theatre as our Fourth Co-Pro Show of 2021

Co-
Pro
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Five men (all played by
women) are sitting on the top
of a mountain. The sea laps at
their feet. The rising tide has
engulfed the whole world and
only the most privileged
remain. 
Soon the sea will envelop
them, if they do not figure out
a plan. 
A hilarious new satire from
award-winning playwright
Abby Howells (Harlequeen,
Benedict Cumberbatch Must
Die), directed by Carrie Green
(He Kura Kōrero).

B R I D G E S

a u g  1 7  -  2 1  |  8 P M  |

$ 1 8 / $ 1 4

Community Noticeboard is a
newly devised 50-minute
improvised show from
Wellington’s truth-based
improv troupe, Best on Tap. 
Using real-life notes found on
the community noticeboards at
supermarkets throughout
Wellington, the show explores
the needs, wants, desires,
lives and relationships behind
the notice writers and readers. 
Sometimes sad, sometimes
funny, the truth-based
improvised show  interweaves
characters, narrative, and
scenarios, bringing to life our
community’s ephemera.

C O M M U N I T Y
N O T I C E B O A R D

a u g  2 4  -  2 8  |  7 P M  |

$ 2 0 / $ 1 5

Bridges is a set of six brand
new, 10 minute scripts written
by Jo Randerson, Mitch Tawhi
Thomas, Stella Reid, Sam
Brooks, Anya Tate-Manning
and Ahi Karunaharan.
The end result is a show that
is as dynamic and engaging as
the world we live in; a show
that doesn’t shy away from the
dark but continues to celebrate
the light.
It sticks to no one particular
genre, each script performed
in a back to back buffet of art.
We jump between green-party
house-parties, murdering the
Royal family, Black Mirror
Omegle and existential dread. 

Co-Pro Show

W H I T E  M E N
s e p  9  -  1 8  |  7 . 3 0 P M

|  $ 2 5 / $ 2 0

s e p  2  -  1 1  |  7 P M  |

$ 2 5 / $ 2 0

Over the past five years, a
feature length documentary
has been in production
following Adam Rohe’s
transition. 

Now– you’re invited behind-
the-scenes! A live
exposé adventure into an
already intimate and earnest
film.

Featuring clowning, sock
puppetry, narration, live music,
and never-before-seen
footage, this show has it all.

M A N  L E S S O N S



SEPT  -  OCT  SHOWS

C H A N C E

s e p  1 2  -  1 8  |  7 p m  |  $ 1 8 / $ 2 2

Engrossing, spellbinding:
'Chance' will leave you
musing on the thrill and
horror of love.

These award-winning plays
are all about love: how we
find it, how we hold onto it
and the part that destiny
plays in it.

Kirkman and Lloyd give
stand-out performances -
complex and exquisitely
nuanced – that reflect their
impressive acting careers.

H I G H  R I S E

s e p  1 5  -  1 8  |  9 p m  |  $ 2 0 / $ 2 5

Henry Lewis dreams of

becoming a somebody, but

just how far will he go in

order to get there? 

Winning awards at the

Hollywood Fringe festival,

HIGH RISE is the incredible

true story of a modern day

Icarus, set in the excess and

chaos of 1980's New

Zealand.

T R O J A N  W A R  
sep 21 - OCT 2 | 7.30pm | $20/$25
Five flirtatious “French” performers meet you at the door.

They bring you in, they show you to your seat, they flirt with you. 

Maybe they fall a little bit in love with you. 

Then they tell the story – with you.

Like a wild dress-up party, this show combines theatrical magic, twisted pop
songs and explosive wit. The most charming performers you can hope to
meet play a revolving repertoire of outrageous characters.

Created and performed by A Slightly Isolated Dog, this New Zealand theatre
company delivers a frantic and hilarious mash-up in the style of Python
meets The Boosh. Leave your inhibitions at the door and play.

Starring Cherie Moore, Ravi Gurunathan, Jonathan Price, Brynley Stent and
Andrew Paterson with sound design from Sam Clavis and direction from
Leo Gene Peters.



SEPT  -  OCT  SHOWS

D R  D R A M A  M A K E S
A  S H O W

s e p  2 1 ,  2 3  &  2 4  |  T i m e s  v a r y  |

$ 1 5 / $ 2 0

Dr Drama unpacks masculinity,

performance and whiteness. 

When Dr Drama makes a show,

expect the unconventional.

Using comedic storytelling,

multimedia & dance, James

Wenley unpacks masculinity,

performance & whiteness.

Enrol now for an intellectually

stimulating and thoroughly

entertaining academic journey.

D R  D R A M A
M A K E S  A  S H O W
W I T H  Y O U  
s e p  2 2 ,  2 4  &  2 5   |  t i m e s  v a r y  |
$ 1 5 / $ 2 0

Why do we do theatre? What
does it mean to you?

Learn about the social origins
of dramatic performance,
browse Dr Drama’s collection
of theatre programmes, and
collaborate with fellow
audience members to create
your own unique
performance. 

A fun and highly interactive
theatre experience.

T H E  S E C R E T  L I V E S
O F  S I X T E E N - Y E A R -
O L D  G I R L S
s e p  2 8  -  O C T  2  |  7 p m *  |  $ 2 0 / $ 2 5
RETURNING to BATS AFTER A SELL OUT SEASON

The Secret Lives of Sixteen-Year-Old Girls is a contemporary coming-of-
age tale across generations. Sharp, awkward and funny with a gut-punch;
honest experience and cutting realities form this powerful new play about
our digital age.

When almost anything is available from your smartphone, where – if
anywhere – is truly safe? And what does that mean for parenting? An inter-
generational cast and crew delve into the secrets, sex and Snapchat
accounts of being sixteen.

A show that swings artfully between the comedy of being a cool parent and
the heart-dropping consequences of social expectations and normalised
violence on our young people.



A N X I E T Y . . . T H E
M U S I C A L ! ?
o c t  7  -  9  |  7 p m  |  $ 1 8 / $ 2 2
At its best it's fine art, at its medium it's theatrical comedy,
and at its worst it's a hot mess. 

An energetic, award-winning show for those who are
surviving on anxiety & coffee that they have been told they
aren’t allowed. 

Come join overwhelmed millennial Maria Williams
(Mournmoor Murders, Stoge Chollonge 2006) for storytelling,
singing and laughing that will inspire you, and if not inspire it
will entertain you, and if it doesn’t entertain it will fill an hour.

"Clever and also very, very funny" – Theatreview

L I T T L E  T O W N
L I A R S

OCT  SHOWS

The award-winning musical is back and more chaotic than ever!

Set in the deep south of 1950s Louisiana, Little Town Liars follows three kids
as they sneak out on Halloween to take what they think are just innocent
herbal pills. 

Three days later, they emerge from the woods, dazed, confused and smelling
like dog’s balls. What begins as a simple cover-up story quickly snowballs
into mass hysteria within the town where “I was abducted by aliens” becomes
a trendy scapegoat for everyone’s atrocious behaviour.

Little Town Liars premiered at BATS Out-of-Site in 2013 as part of the NZ
Fringe Festival, winning awards for Best Ensemble and Pick of the Fringe.
More recently, the show has had sell-out seasons with Auckland Musical
Theatre and Yellow-Shaped in Stockholm, Sweden.

o c t  5  -  9  |  8 . 3 0 p m  |  $ 2 0 / $ 2 5















KEEP CONNECTED 
b a t s . c o . n z

0 4  8 0 2  4 1 7 5

@ b a t s _ t h e a t r e

b a t s T H E A T R E

@ b a t s _ t h e a t r e

S U B S C R I B E  T O  B A T S M A I L

A T  B A T S . C O . N Z

INTRODUCING 
THE DIFFERENCE 

The Difference ticket type is for
those who CAN afford more and
WANT more money to go
directly to our artists. At $40 per
ticket ‘The Difference’ ticket
does what it says it does -
makes a bloody big difference
to the sustainability of our artists
careers.

Thank you for supporting our
artists!

















S O F T  C A R N A G E
o c t  2 6  -  3 0  |  6 . 3 0 p m  |  $ 2 0 / $ 2 5
Here’s to stealing free samples, dancing to call-waiting music, being
attracted to gay men and dealing with emotional stuff through the tried-and-
true medium of "making jokes". 

Because people like jokes but people don't like crying.

Off the back of her bizarre and charming show Filthy Little Goblin, Brynley
Stent (Taskmaster NZ, Jono & Ben, Have You Been Paying Attention NZ) is
back, with more absurd sketches and situations that make you laugh and
wince at the same time.   

Winner – Best Performance (Comedy) 2018, Auckland Fringe Festival
Billy T Nominee 2021, NZICF

D A D D Y - S H O R T -
L E G S

OCT  SHOWS

Encore season - winner of the 2021 Fred Award (Best Show, NZ
International Comedy Festival).

One of New Zealand's best joke writers is back behind the wheel with a
brand new hour of stand-up about the huge life-revelations that take place in
shittiest of cars. 

Eli is almost old enough to be a "daddy", but his own father is stealing some
of his thunder...

Head Writer – Have You Been Paying Attention
Winner – Director's Award 2019, NZ International Comedy Festival
Nominee – Fred Award for Best NZ Show 2017, NZICF
Nominee – Billy T Award 2015 & 2013, NZICF

o c t  2 6  -  3 0  |  8 . 3 0 p m  |  $ 2 0 / $ 2 5





OCT  -  NOV  SHOWS

I ' M  N O T  G O I N G
T O  L I E  T O  Y O U
o c t  2 7  -  3 0  |  7 p m  |  $ 1 8 / $ 2 2

What do you see in me? 
What do I see in you? 
Are the impulses I feel a
legitimate expression of the
deeper self?
Are you dreaming of me the way
I dream of you? 
'I'm Not Going To Lie To You' is
an exploration into female
performativity, the self and
desire.
Tessa Redman returns to BATS
after a successful premiere
season at the 2021 New
Zealand Fringe Festival. 

D O  Y O U
T R U S T  M E  

N o v  9  -  1 3   |  8 . 3 0 p m  |  $ 1 5 / $ 2 0

It's dark, it's twisted, it's all
made up!

An improvised psychological
thriller, devised by a
seasoned group of
improvisers and an onstage
musician. 

Each night we create a new
demented world for you the
only question is:

Do You Trust Me?

Y O U  K N O W  I

N o v  9  -  1 3  |  7 p m  |  $ 1 8 / $ 2 2

'You Know I' is an escalation. A
lesson on when to stop and
when to jump on the pendulum
and enjoy the ride.

Colliding dance and fragmented
text, exploring themes like
dishonesty, self-righteousness,
judgement, compassion and
morality.

You Know I is a solo
performance that seeks to
find out what is really important.

W A I T I N G  

N o v  1 6  -  2 0   |  7 . 3 0 p m  |  $ 2 0 / $ 2 5

'Waiting' is an evocative
coming-of-age story that
emulates beat poetry
delivered through physical
grace. 
Written and performed by
Shadon Meredith, 'Waiting' is
a letter written to his son,
taking the audience through a
journey of his life and
breaking down the human
condition of waiting.
Growing up in New Zealand
as a Sāmoan New
Zealander, the insights are
both personal and reflective
of cultural challenges faced
by those who are navigating
identity as a minority race in
Aotearoa New Zealand.







ILLEGALY BLIND

d e c  7  -  1 1  |  6 . 3 0 P M

|  $ 2 5 / $ 1 5
Tragedy!
Hardship!!
Inspiration!!!
This. Is. NOT. That. Show.
Susan is a perfectly normal queer, fat, functionally
blind, Autistic, chronically and mentally ill,
nonbinary person, who just happens to be
collecting diagnoses faster than they collect eel
facts.
In this not-so-solo solo show, Susan just wants to
get stuff done. Instead, they end up on an epic
quest, battling sock-puppets, ableist audio-
describers, a pile of laundry, and people who
don’t provide digital copies of important
documents.
Drawing on twenty years of theatre and
performance skills, Susan brings their real-life
experiences to the stage. The result is a
whimsical romp through the world of identity and
shattered expectations, mixing traditional theatre
with stand up comedy, poetry, improvisation, and
more silly voices than you can shake an eel at.
Illegally Blind is fully accessible to disabled
people (including inbuilt audio description); a
token effort has been made to include the
abled as well.

Co-
Pro
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THE NEST: STREETTHE NEST: STREET  

STYLES SOLO DANCE FESTIVALSTYLES SOLO DANCE FESTIVAL

d e c  7  -  1 8  |  8 P M  |

$ 2 5 / $ 2 0
'THE NEST: Street Styles Solo Festival' also
known as 'THE NEST', platforms, amplifies and
centres Street Styled dance artists and forms,
seeking to develop the personal practice of the
artists, and to share their stories, their whakapapa
and creativity in new spaces. 
'THE NEST' seeks to open pathways and more
opportunities for performance and test new ideas,
as well as offering some resources and
sustainability within the creation and development
process. Curated by Ooshcon, Jahra Wasasala
and produced by Elyssia Wilson-Heti, THE NEST
follows in the footsteps of festivals like London's
Breakin' Convention. 
This special festival is a place for Street Styles
artists and audiences to exchange, talanoa and
up-skill, whilst centering Street Style forms of
knowledge that are inherently connected to global
indigenous communities. 
THE NEST: Street Styles Solo Dance Festival
had it's inaugural season this year in July at
Basement Theatre in Tamaki Makaurau, and the
village behind it is excited to bring it to Te
Whanganui-a-Tara later this year.

Co-
Pro

 S
ho

w



d e c  7  -  1 8  |  8 P M  |  $ 2 5 / $ 2 0

P A R K I N  D E V E L O P M E N T
A W A R D  W I N N E R S

Private Detectives Morgan Reid and Ian Sheff are two of the
best detectives in Wellington. Morgan is the long standing top
agent in the country. 
By-the-book, sophisticated and with a ghostlike ability to
escape. Ian is the young, prodigal son of the agency. He is a
sore loser and a rebel with an unorthodox ability to get the job
done. 
After both being forced into a simple arson case due to reckless
behaviour, they must move past their differences and work
together to overcome the odds and uncover a much larger
conspiracy that reaches internationally.


