




KIA ORA E TE WHĀNAU!
MEET OUR NEW PROGRAMMER 

Alesha here, having a Nick Jonas - Camp Rock 2 moment to
introduce myself (IYKYK). I've been with BATS for the past 6
months as the Programming Intern under Toi Māori
Aotearoa, and am stoked to now be stepping into the BATS
Programmer role! Woo!

I grew up in the bustling metropolis of Te Awamutu. My
whakapapa traces back to Ngāti Maniapoto, Te Arawa,
Tapuika, Mulifanua & Fugalei - if this makes us cuzzies then
kia ora & hows mum?? Oh, and 1 sugar, oat milk & tea bag in
pls.. hahaha.  

Creatively I've been a king-dabbler, trying my hand at
producing, advising, writing, directing, editing &
performance in theatre, film & TV. I've loved assisting in the
programming of this year's Winter & Spring seasons, and I
am looking forward to everyone coming to BATS & soaking
up all of the talent!

See you around!
Alesha Ahdar

alesha@bats.co.nz



By Sacha Copland and Mystery Artists

Waiting A Honest
Conversation Tiny Dog

By Sos & Sha Creative By Tiny Dog Comedy

An evocative coming-of-age story
that emulates beat poetry delivered
through physical grace. Written and
performed by Shadon Meredith,
'Waiting' is a letter to his son,
journeying through his life and
breaking down the human
condition of waiting.

July 1st – The Experiment
Local dance artists follow their impulses and
invite you into the inception of their ideas.
Featuring choreographer Eliza Sanders.

July 2nd – An Honest conversation 
40 year old Sacha has choreographed more
than 20 full length dance theatre works and
now she wants to be honest and talk and
dance with another artist for 1 hour

Each month, Te Whanganui-a-
Tara’s fierce new improv company
Tiny Dog will be bringing you fast
and loose improvised comedy.
Come along for a night of some of
Wellington’s most top-of-their-
game comedians at their most silly.

June 28 - July 2
7:30 pm
$20 / $25

July 1 - July 2
7:00 pm
$25 / $20

July 1, July 29, Aug 26
9:30 pm or 8:45 pm
$15 / $20



By Doom & Bloom





One Act/Play Doom & Bloom's
COCKATRICE

Late Night Knife
Fight 

By Locomotive by Locomotive

Four actors, one act, no script. In
One Act/Play, the Locomotive team
creates a unique, improvised play
for you, right now. Will it be
touching? Hilarious? Dramatic and
heartfelt? Very likely, but you’ll only
find out by being there.

When comedy duo Doom & Bloom
combine audience members'
stories and bring them to life,
there's no telling what the resulting
hybrid will be – other than
unexpected, hilarious, and quite
possibly touching.

Late Night Knife Fight is the monthly
improv battle where three teams
face off in a fight for glory, honour,
and the audience's favour. The
winner returns in the headline spot
next month; the losers wail and
gnash their teeth.

July 9,  Sept 3
8:00 pm
$15 / $20

July 2
5:00 pm
$15 / $20

July 2, Aug 27
9:30 pm or 8:45 pm 
$18 / $22



By Young & Hungry

Dying
Swanologues Noho Fresh Off The

Page
By Bea Lee-Smith

By Proudly Asian Theatre

Welcome to the wonderful world of
Adult Ballet. Dying Swanologues
follows the journey of five mature
bunheads. Together they dance
their way through life, love, loss
and gain, at their weekly ballet
class. Prepare to laugh, cry and
chassé away.

The teaching of New Zealand’s own
history has long been neglected.
Noho seeks to tautoko authentic
stories from Aotearoa’s history so
we can learn from our past rather
than hide from it. This is more than a
performance, this is a chance to
kōrero about Aotearoa’s past,
present and future.

Contemporary Asian plays hot off
the press, performed in a series of
free play readings by Pōneke-based
artists. In July we present Sachie
Mikawa's The Fox and Melon
Princess. In the coming months,
Ronia Ibrahim's The Colours of Our
Katha and Caryl Loria Illana's Soul
Sister. Bookings essential.

July 5 - July 9
7:00 pm
$20 / $25

July 5 - July 8
1:00pm or 6:30pm 
$14 / $18 

July 7, Aug 25, Sept 22
7:30pm, 8:00pm or 9:00pm
Free event



By Birdlife Productions

Box of Birds The Boy with
Wings

By Birdlife Productions

Another exquisite puppet show by
award-winning ‘Birdlife
Productions’ created with
interactive songs and percussion.
Peter and his Grandma build a
nesting box for Ruru – but Peter
must learn to be patient to find out
who will nest in his 'Box of Birds'!
For ages 3 to 6 years (30 mins).

Puppetry, live music and exquisite
hand-crafted sets that magically unfold
out of boxes! Award-winning Birdlife
Productions promise laughter, tears
and thrilling adventure when young
Jack is inspired by the miracle of
Kuaka/Godwit migration. A comic,
touching, and environmental story that
dares us all to follow our dreams! For
ages 5+.

July 14 - July 17
11:00 am 
$14 / $18

July 14 - July 17
2:00 pm 
$14 / $18

Burrowers
By Knot Theatre

In the heart of Old Maple park
Under the Oldest Maplest tree Far
below the whirlybirds Down and
down the burrow Among the jam
jars Three sets of sticky paw-prints
trail And weave among the
bookspires In the wake of
childhood’s gloaming Now we
must wait for Dot.

 July  14 -  July 23
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm
$15 / $20



By  Mitchell Botting & David 
Bowers-Mason

LOOPS
Shift Your
Paradigm UNDOING

By Company Hiraeth By House of Sand.

The return season of the multi-
award winning, multidisciplinary
performance piece about the
frustrations and repercussions of
trying to make a career in the arts,
explored through live sound &
aerial art. For the artists who are
stuck in a loop and are not sure how
to break out.

In one hour, Eric and the Do Be Us
family will teach you a whole new way
to sit. Doctors hate him, and
chiropractors fear him, because his
chairs are making them redundant.
Besides, if a pyramid scheme is so bad
then why is a triangle the strongest
shape?

Undo to begin. UNDOING is a dance
manifestation of wild abandonment,
initiation and poetry brought to you by
award winning cutting edge
contemporary performance company
House of Sand. Absurd, strange and
raw. UNDOING is a sensory ensemble
experience articulated by a curious and
theatrical spectacular of limbs in
motion.

July 15 - July 23 
7:30 pm or 9:00pm
$20 / $25

July 19 - July 21
7:30 pm
$15 / $20

July 27th - July 30
2:00 pm or 7:00 pm 
$18 / $22



BATS receives 50% of the profit if you buy your
laundry, kitchen and bathroom products on the
Switch Your Spend website! (They stock brands
Eco Store and Only Good) This is a cool and
groovy way to support BATS while you do your
shopping!

LOVE BATS and love being a sparkly clean eco
warrior? Switch Your Spend. Buy your NZ made,
cruelty free stuff just like any other online store
then select BATS Theatre at the end as your
good cause at the checkout - then BAM - 50% of
the profits straight to BATS!



By Adam Rohe & Ben Sarten

Celestial
Nobodies

Man Lessons:
Live Show Trojan War

by Evangelina Telfar &
Anastasia Matteini-Roberts

By a Slightly Isolated Dog

The personified planets of our solar
system tell all in this hilarious
celestial mixtape. It’s a witty fusion
of theatrical monologues and
astronomical science that tackles
social issues with cosmic sparkle.
And the puns are out of this world!

Over the past six years, a feature
length documentary has been in
production following Adam Rohe’s
transition. Now – you are invited
behind-the-scenes. A visually
stunning, live exposé adventure
into an already intimate and earnest
film.

Like a wild dress-up party, this show
combines theatrical magic, twisted
pop songs and explosive wit. The
most charming performers you can
hope to meet play a revolving
repertoire of outrageous
characters.

Aug 9 - Aug 13
7:30 pm
$18 / $22

Aug 11 - Aug 20
7:00 pm
$20 / $25

Aug 16 - Aug 20
7:30 pm 
$20 / $25



By Heartbreaker Productions







Dust Midnight
Confessions In Blind Faith

By Dusty Productions By Cadence Chung

A group of flat mates attempt to
recall the events of a night out as
the threat of eviction looms over
them. Can they retrace the steps of
their drunken selves? Or will these
young, dusty chaps face the
consequences of New Zealand's
systemic party culture? (Spoiler,
they will).

Come to our house for a sleepover.
When the boys aren’t listening, and
the parents are in bed, the real girl
talk begins. An experimental
anthology piece about love, loss,
and the power of female
friendships. Join us to witness
stories of different women's
experiences at sleepovers.

A queer, Faustian tale set in the New
Zealand goldfields. Edith Waterford
goes out to make her fortune,
encountering three alluring figures
along the way who tempt her with
their ideologies. Despite the promise
of a better life with the honest gold
miner Penny, Edith ends up falling
into a life of Hedonism, with dark
consequences.

Aug 17 - Aug 20
9:30 pm
$14 / $18

Aug 23 - Aug 27
6:30 pm
$14 / $18

Aug 23 - Aug 27
2:00 pm or 7:00 pm
$15 / $20



By Captain Caketin







The Book Addict
Captain
Caketin's The
Special Recipe

By Annie Ruth

The Book Addict is a story of journeys,
transformations and the way books deepen
and contextualise life - its joys and
rebellions, griefs and discoveries. Annie
takes the audience on an intimate, around
the world journey through time and place,
from her New Zealand childhood, finding a
second home in Greece, to a whirlwind
career, with some surprising adventures
along the way.

Wellington’s favourite live sketch
comedy group Captain Caketin are
taking their tasty sketches to hungry
Fringe audiences with The Special
Recipe. Showcasing the crème de la
crème of Captain Caketin's sketches
written and performed over the last
year. Make sure you come with an
empty stomach for this comedy buffet!

Aug 30 - Sept 3
2:00 pm - 7:00 pm
$20 / $25

Sept 1 - Sept 3
9:30 pm
$15 / $20

Motif: Antislam 
Produced by Motif Poetry,
Performed by you

You’ve seen slams before but
not like this one. Poets compete
in teams of four to claim
bragging rights for winnings
wellingtons first team slam.

Sept 19
6:00 pm
Pay What You Can ($5, $10,
$15, $20, $25)



























By Les Femmes







Drop Dead Gorgeous - 
A Drag Murder Miss-tery. Fala Muncher

Created by Lyncia Muller

The Les Femmes queens are back and
this time they are serving high drama in
this dragged out murder mystery romp.
Each night the queens will be joined by
a special guest detective tasked with
helping the audience solve a murder
most foul. Expect ridiculous characters,
hilarious twists and outrageous drama
as you work out who really already
done had herses!

Making it’s debut at BATS Theatre in
Pōneke, the girlies of the critically-
acclaimed show "Fala Muncher" are back
with more juicy gossip that will have your
tongue in a twist and your panties soaking
WET! Bitch it’s the naughty ‘L word' meets
“Orange is the new Black” with a splash of
lime and coconut juice IKDR!

Sept 20 - Sept 24
6:30 pm or 9:30 pm
$20 / $25

Sept 20 - Sept 24
7:00 pm
$18 / $22

The Ghost Show
By Oh That Theatre Company

When Eliza becomes a ghost after a
fatal run-in with a toaster, she has to
figure out how to confess her love
to Violet, her intelligent, dreamy,
and totally alive flatmate. An epic
tale of gay ghost romance with the
help of song, dance, and spooky
new friends.

Sept 27 - Oct 1
7:00 pm
$15 / $20



By Duct Taped On









SONDER LIKE WHAT
YOU SEE?

SCAN TO
BOOK 

Sonder. The sudden realisation that
every person lives a life as complex as
your own." Be the extra in the coffee
shop, the onlooker on the street.
Follow what interests you and witness
everything daily life has to offer. This is
people-watching at its peak.

04 802 4175

@BATS_THEATRE

@BATS_THEATRE

BATS.CO.NZ

BATS_THEATRE

Sept 28 - Oct 1 
6:30 pm or 9:00 pm
$15 / $20
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